
 
Head office  Level 3, Energy House, 

18-20 Cavenagh Street, Darwin NT 0800 
GPO Box 2394, Darwin NT 0801, Australia 

T +61 8 8924 3500  F +61 8 8924 3555 
 

Ranger mine  Locked Bag 1, 
Jabiru NT 0886 Australia 

T +61 8 8938 1211  F +61 8 8938 1203 
 

www.energyres.com.au 
ABN 71 008 550 865 

A member of the Rio Tinto Group 

 

  
 

Media release 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Containment of tank failure 
 
7 December 2013 

 
 
 
At approximately 1am on Saturday 7 December 2013, Energy Resources of Australia's Ranger 
Mine experienced a failure of Leach Tank 1 within the processing area. 

 
Upon discovery of a hole in the side of the tank, personnel were removed from the nearby area 
before the tank split and a mixture of slurry containing mud, water, ore and acid escaped.  
 
The capacity of the tank was approximately 1,450 cubic metres. There was no explosion. 
 
All personnel in the localised area were safely removed before the incident occurred, and no 
one was injured. 
 
A crane that had been used to assist in blocking the original hole was damaged when the tank 
gave way. 
 
The slurry mixture was contained within the processing area. 
 
As the spill was contained on site, there is no impact to the environment.  
 
Processing operations have ceased while clean-up operations take place. 
 
ERA General Manager Operations Tim Eckersley said there were multiple processes in place 
at the mine designed to contain such a spill. 
 
“Containment systems stopped the flow, and this has meant there is no impact to the 
surrounding environment,” Mr Eckersley said.  
 
“ERA is focussing on clean up and recovery, and the protection of the environment and the 
health and safety of our people remains paramount.” 
 
ERA will continue to keep stakeholders and regulators informed. 
 
 
 
 
 
About Energy Resources of Australia Ltd (ERA) 

 
Energy Resources of Australia Ltd is one of the nation’s largest uranium producers and 
Australia’s longest continually operating uranium mine. 
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ERA has an excellent track record of reliably supplying customers. Uranium has been mined at 
Ranger for three decades. Ranger mine is one of only three mines in the world to produce in 
excess of 100,000 tonnes of uranium oxide. 
 
ERA’s Ranger mine is located eight kilometres east of Jabiru and 260 kilometres east of 
Darwin, located in Australia’s Northern Territory. 
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